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Social Justice Advocates of the Sapphire Coast
What can I do; how may I help?

Newsletter
August 2021

IT’S UP TO US
A CAMPAIGN TO HOUSE THE VALLEY’S HOMELESS

A reason to rage and a time to act!
Last month the Social Justice Advocates of the Sapphire Coast (SJA) launched the
‘It’s Up To Us’ campaign. The aim? To fund a much needed two-bedroom transitional
unit for those in desperate need of shelter. The goal? $100,000, by the end of the year.
Every week SJA volunteers are called upon to find emergency accommodation for
individuals or families otherwise living in cars or on the street. In the absence of any
adequate government provision, the SJA called upon the community to help them
tackle the shire’s homelessness crisis.
The community not only listened, it has
reacted with extraordinary speed and
generosity. In a little over a month, local
businesses and residents have contributed
$54,791.22, more than half the target.

“It’s so rewarding to find that our
community understands how dire the
situation is and that it is up to us to
act when government won’t.”
Mick Brosnan, Co-chair of SJA

Workers at the front line of the crisis could not be happier, not only that the problem
that has been overwhelming them is being properly aired, but that the community
is so prepared to help. They are confronted every day by the distress caused by
homelessness. The message they would like to deliver is that it is everyone’s problem.
Homelessness can happen to anyone.
In an unprecedented move, they have joined forces to throw their weight behind It’s
Up To Us by organising “Sleep On It”, a challenge to rough it for the night at the
Bega Showgrounds on October 22. All proceeds will go to the campaign. They hope
to raise $25,000.
Why not join them? Food stalls, live music, and 20 tokens to buy some essentials to
help you through the night.
To register go to www.justgiving.com/campaign/sleeponit2021
If you aren’t up to the challenge yourself, you might be able to sponsor someone who
is or you can donate directly to ‘Its Up to Us’ BSB 633 000; Account 151 382 090.

Thank you for your support. We can’t do this on our own!!
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WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO!
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In 2011, twelve concerned residents of the Bega Valley recognised not only inequities
across the world like the Somalian refugees who brought them together, but the many
needs unaddressed on their own doorstep.
The questions they asked became the platform for the Social Justice Advocates of the
Sapphire Coast Inc. What can I do? How may I help?
There are now about 50 active Social Justice Advocates, all prepared to put our
shoulders to whatever wheel has ground to a halt. While lobbying local, state and federal
governments is central to advocacy, direct action is our most effective strategy.
Aside from the sub-group devoted to housing and homelessness we have four others, each
supporting interests we believe need all the help they can get: Indigenous Affairs, Refugee
and Asylum Seekers, Timor Leste and Forces for Nature.
In ten years, we have become known as a safe pair of hands for the administration of
community donations. Our co-chairman, Mick Brosnan, explains:
“People might wonder why they should back us. We can only point to our track record.”
It includes delivering the Bega Valley Community Disaster Relief Fund in partnership
with the BVSC Council, renovating and providing 70 caravans for emergency
accommodation from over $100,000 contributed directly to the SJA for that purpose,
and receiving and utilising a $100,000 grant from Bega Cheese for developing the
Youthland camp at Jigamy Farm.
When we ask for your support, we hope you will trust us to spend your money
as effectively as we can, to make it go as far as we can, because we know that
you, like us, want to make a difference.
Contact:
chair@sjasc.org.au
secretary@sjasc.org.au

For more information visit our website
www.sjasc.org.au
Facebook update and development is on-going

The Social Justice Advocates of the Sapphire Coast acknowledges that we are on the traditional lands of Aboriginal people. We pay respect to the Yuin
people, especially to their elders past and present, and recognise the continuing gift of their culture to the life and spirit of Australia.
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